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As I pen down my thoughts about the end of the year for the Trust just a day 
after the Armistice Parade, I have to say that I am actually in awe of everything 
that the school continues to achieve.  When we put our minds to it, we are 
seriously one of the best in the business.  Sunday and the Armistice Day bears 
testimony to this.  In an age where many other schools have either stopped the 
parade or have a watered-down version, we continue in the same way that we 
have always done.  It’s just better. 
My year’s parade was in 1985 and it was almost the same, except of course that 
the parade now truly reflects the demographics of South Africa and in fact 

celebrates those that gave their lives in the most magnificent way.  We also had many Reunion Groups celebrating various 
milestones, many years ago.  With many from overseas and not having returned to the school for many a year, their pulpable 
excitement at just how good the school remains to this day bears testimony to the school, its learners, and all the staff who 
give of themselves and their time to keep King Edward VII truly World Class.   
As we all wind down and invariably head down to the Coast, I would like to take this time to thank all of you our loyal readers, 
supporters and everyone in the King Edward VII community for your unwavering support.  To my fellow Trustees, thank you 
for your council, your support and your own invaluable time spent helping to make this a better place.  To the staff of King 
Edward VII School, I say a big thank you, for our boys wouldn’t achieve what they do without your leadership, guidance and 
caring.  To the heart and soul of the Trust Ms Derron Van Eeden I say congratulations on a job so well done, always with a 
smile on the face and a willingness that goes way beyond the proverbial extra mile.
Wherever it is that this festive season takes you, may it be filled with love, may you be surrounded by those nearest and dearest 
to you and may you come back to this place well rested, safe and sound.
In closing, Sons of this place, let this of you be said.  That those of you who live, are worthy of your dead.
Strenue
.

Dear King Edward VII Community

As the Festive Season approaches, I wanted to take a moment to 
extend my warmest wishes to the entire King Edward VII Family.  
May this festive season bring you joy, peace and an abundance of 
cherished moments with your loved ones.
In the midst of your commitments and responsibilities, I hope 
you find precious time to create lasting memories with your 
families. If any of you are planning to travel on the roads during 
this period, I urge you to take extra care and ensure a safe journey.
Best wishes
         – DCP Lovatt, Headmaster

Opportunities reveal themselves in the face of diligence and sacrifice. As an Old Boy and recipient of the Desmond 
Davis War Memorial Scholarship, I can confirm that King Edward continues to provide fruitful opportunities for its 
scholars – both during and beyond their time at the School – as it has for more than a century. 
After matriculating in 2019, I went on to study Aeronautical Engineering at the University of the Witwatersrand (Wits). 
There is something quite incredible about flight, and I would come to learn this as the degree progressed. Naturally, I 
wanted to study further. I was fortunate enough to secure an opportunity to do so. In 2024, I will be pursuing a Master’s 
in Aeronautical Engineering at Wits, under the supervision of a renowned South African aerospace company. 
Truthfully, none of this would be possible without the School’s support in the form of the Desmond Davis War 
Memorial Scholarship. It would be remiss to overlook the sacrifice made by the Old Boys and broader King Edward 
community that donate to this Scholarship fund each year. I am indebted to every donor and realize my responsibility 
to match your sacrifice with due diligence. I will, without question, be a donor to the Scholarship in due course. I want 
to provide future Old Boys with the opportunity I have been so fortunate to embrace and continue to uphold King 
Edward’s positive influence on our country and world abroad. 
When given an opportunity, our Old Boys thrive. Excellence is a part of our culture. The Desmond Davis War Memorial 
Scholarship is an undisputed means to nurturing this excellence. I am appealing to Old Boys who can donate to the 
fund, to do so. Your sacrifice will reap positive rewards for fellow Old Boys and continue to uphold the School’s fantastic 
reputation in spaces all over the world. 

Strenue 
      – Crispin McKenzie

The three McKenzie brothers Glen, 
Ewan, Mr Lovatt and Crispin all 
of whom have had the distinction 
of being Head Boy of King 
Edward VII School.  

THE GIFT OF A KING EDWARD EDUCATION 
In 2002, our Centenary year, I asked a high-profile UK old boy if they would 
consider helping the School.  His answer was: “The School did nothing for 
me”.  Twenty years on, his flippant comment still has me wondering what a 
good school really does for its scholars.   Whether we really enjoyed school or 
not. Whether we excelled academically, on the sports field or in the drama 
theatre the one undeniable point is that we were educated at KES, and that 
our all-round education has stood us in good stead.  It has provided us with 

an intangible asset, being   an inner confidence, perhaps even a sort of swagger. We grew to 
believe that we were one of the best of the best. If someone asked you what School you went to, 
you were proud to say King Edwards. From my observations of fellow classmates and school 
alumni, our education has served us well, as we progressed in our careers in South Africa and 
around the world.  Our School has many famous alumni and alumni who are quiet achievers. 
The common thread is that they were educated at King Edwards with its proud history and 
traditions.   However, there is an area where the school alumni can lift their game and that is 
in the realm of “giving”. There is nothing more fulfilling than that of “giving” and providing 
others the gift of Education must surely be one of the most noble and rewarding forms of giving. 
The Dalai Lama was recently asked a question on where Society should focus their resources. 
His response was:”.  Education.  Anything related to education is a noble cause. When you 
educate people, they can pass it on”.
That is why I am reaching out to you all today.
The gift of education is one for us to pay back with interest and thereby ensure our own gift 

of education is passed on.  South Africa has huge challenges, and a key part of the solution would be to strengthen 
and utilise the education system.

Martin Luther King, once spoke the now famous line: “I have a dream “
Our own dream must surely be to assist King Edwards to continue to educate the future leaders of South 
Africa and to do this we all need to help our school in the best way we can. Its sustainability is paramount 
for the generations still to come.  For our overseas alumni, your valuable currency goes a very long way in 

Rands. You are now living overseas courtesy of your King Edwards’ education. Is it not time to pay back 
on this education? Would it be unreasonable to ask you to contribute your US$, UK pounds or Australian 

dollars into a school fund or similar?  Perhaps establishing a new bursary in your name, or the name of a family 
member? What about a bursary from a year group?  My own class year of 1974, are having a 50th year reunion in 2024 

and it would be a fabulous gesture for our year group to set up a fund to help disadvantaged students attend this fabulous school 
and thereby help a new cohort assist in changing South Africa by setting up “The class of 1974 bursary” ?

To express interest or to have any questions answered, please contact Derron van Eeden  dvaneeden@kes.co.za.
          – Duncan Saville, Class of 1974

The Rowing Club has enjoyed an exciting start to 
the 2023/4 season. At the beginning of October, 
we moved into our new shed at Roodeplaat, its 
interior strikingly painted and refurbished by Old 
Boy and rowing parent Harry Janse van Rensburg 
as a gift to the club. Having a home of our own 
at Roodeplaat has been a boost to the club, 
significantly reducing the time required to derig, 

load, tow and rig boats, and this has translated into results on the water.
The KES regatta was a huge success. A number of teachers from the school attended with their 
families and enjoyed their day by the water. We were pleased also to have them help name the 
six new boats we have acquired (a coxless four, two fours/quads, two pairs/doubles and a scull 
donated by Quinton Dicks). The boats were purchased from the bequest left to the Rowing Club 
by the late Barry Baars – our eternal thanks to him.  And then came Gauteng Champs. What an 
amazing regatta! Our boys achieved four golds (Open and U16 sculls, U16 and U15 doubles), two 
silver (second eight and U14 quad) and a bronze (Open quad), and KES placed second overall on 
302 points, 52 points ahead of St John’s in third. The most exciting race of the weekend was the 
U14A quad’s second place – a remarkable achievement considering our U14s only started rowing 
a month before.  November also saw the unveiling of the Honours Board in the erg room, to pay 
tribute to Old Boys who have achieved national colours. Of the 16 national oarsmen who have 
come through our club, 5 were able to attend a very enjoyable evening. The décor of the erg room 
has been enhanced through the inclusion of an erg record board that will inspire current boys to 
greater heights, and a mural with historical photographs of the club.
It has been a busy first half of the season and we look forward to what the second half holds, with 
the main focus being the Boat Race and SA Champs.

Mr David Lovatt
HEADMASTER of KES

Mr David Ernstzen
HEADMASTER of KEPS
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– Jonathan Gerber, Chairman

S O N S  O F  T H I S  P L A C E ,  L E T  T H I S  O F  Y O U  B E  S A I D : 

T H A T  Y O U  W H O  L I V E  A R E  W O R T H Y  O F  Y O U R  D E A D“ ”
The information in this document is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the King Edward VII School community and access to this by anyone else is unauthorised. 
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the King Edward VII Schools. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, 
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this in error, please notify the sender. 

4 4  S T  PAT R I C K ’ S  R D ,  H O U G H T O N ,  J O H A N N E S B U R G

S H O U L D  Y O U  R E Q U I R E  A N Y  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T :S H O U L D  Y O U  R E Q U I R E  A N Y  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T : 
D E R R O N  V A N  E E D E N :  0 8 2  7 8 9  4 0 6 1   D V A N E E D E N @ K E S . C O . Z A

Are you as a company looking to reduce your financial impact of your 6% Skills development spend whilst still 
receiving your full BEE benefit? We have partnered with a highly reputable company who was birthed due to the 
high unemployment rate and increasing lack of qualified youth available for jobs. They also offer a corporate tax 
saving of around 15% of your PAYE bill monthly. Who said BBEEE had to be so daunting! Contact us to assist 
you with our holistic model providing: 

• Socio economic development solutions 
• Skills development solutions 
• Enterprise and supplier development solutions 
• Procurement options 
• Ownership structures 
How can you help? Do you have a company that utilizes BEE spend or do you have a contact in a company that 
does? If so please contact the office on paul.marketos@isometrix.com in order for us to arrange a meeting.

Looking to Leave a Legacy to your schooL? PLease contact us regarding a bequest.

As we have celebrated our 120th Birthday, we are still fundraising to the towards the four pillars:   
• The endowment 
• Capital works projects 
• Bursaries 
• Educator/staff enhancement 

These funds are critical to secure the future of the School and ensure financial depth and future 
planning. No amount is too small and its thanks to the generosity of our supporters and donors 
that the School is in such a healthy position to date, it is our duty and honour to keep this legacy 
alive.

Should you wish to contribute to the 120 Campaign, please contact:
dvaneeden@kes.co.za or for easy reference herewith the banking details:

King Edward Educational Trust •  Standard Bank • Branch: Killarney • Branch code: 07205 • Account 
number: 200289047 Reference: Your name and surname/120 

International Deposits:  SWIFT Address: SBZAZAJJ • Swift Code:  00720535
Should you wish to sign up a debit order (Debit orders are deducted on the 1st of each month). Please 
email dvaneeden@kes.co.za who will forward you the debit order form.

#Hundreds campaign - The endowment is critical for securing the future success of the school and it is our mandate as the Trust to ensure we have a 
healthy bank balance. If every individual reading this newsletter signed up to this campaign, we would be able to educate 154 students a year at King 
Edward School!! For only R100 per month? Let that sink in. We would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all our donors that have signed up so far, 
the impact you have made is far reaching. 

M A K I N G  B E E  WO R K
While the implementation of BEE in South Africa might leave much to be desired, B-BBEE 
will continue to be a key requirement for businesses for many years to come. Let us then make 
the most of it and put it to best use. It is with this aim in mind that the Strenue Trust was first 
established in 2014. The trust takes B-BBEE spend, primarily Enterprise Development (ED), 
Socio-economic Development (SED) and Skills Development (SD) and invests these funds into 
bursaries for deserving learners at the King Edward schools as well as Parktown Girls and the 

Hope school for disabled learners. Investing in Strenue means you can be certain that the funds are being spent in the best possible way – by 
investing in the country’s top state schools and the education of the learners who attend these schools. Strenue is a Level 1 BEE contributor, 
which means our donors maximize their BEE points. So it really is a win-win-win, with learners, schools and companies all benefitting. If your 
company is in a position to potentially partner with Strenue, please contact me at 082 820 9586 or strenue@kes.co.za.

CAMPAIGN
120

Paul Marketos
Chairman

Orrin Klopper
Founder & Trustee
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A NOTE FROM THE KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL 
EDUCATION TRUST UK:

1

2

3

4

KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL TRUST UK is a registered charity in the UK and recognised by both the Charities 
Commission and HMRC as an eligible charity.
See here for details of the trust’s charitable status, objects, trustees, etc.

If you have any questions please email kesukoldboys@gmail.com

A JustGiving page has been set up for donors to donate as little as they wish on a monthly or one-off basis. The reason for setting up the 
JustGiving page is that they assist with collecting an additional 25p from the UK Government for every £ donated (25% top up on your 
donation). Read more about Gift Aid here.
Donate here.

Do you or your family members use Amazon for shopping?
By using AmazonSmile for shopping, Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to your nominated charity. 
Visit here. Search for King Edward VII School Education Trust UK once you’ve registered for AmazonSmile.
Please ask your other halves to do the same!

A UK bank account us up and running in the UK and in order to donate directly to the Trust here are the bank details:
Bank: Nedbank Private Wealth
Account name:  King Edward VII Schools Edu Tst UK
Sort Code: 16 57 06
Account Branch Number: 93774590
IBAN: GB64-RFLC-1657-0693-7745-90

There are 4 important things we’d like to share with you:chapt er s

O U R

OVERSEAS

STRENUE
c h a i r m a n

N O T E  F R O M  T H E

– Paul Marketos, Chairman

REFLECTIONS ON THE CLASS OF ’72— 51ST REUNION 
WEEKEND

Over the past few days riding my motorcycle back to the Cape, I was 
thinking that I am sure there have been many KES reunions. Most of 
them have probably been pretty good.  I really don’t know.  However, I 
thought about the sheer scale and level of detail that the class of 1972 - 
51st reunion had.  It started with booking out an entire boutique hotel 
in Houghton, then providing an amazing luxury tour bus to move us 
all around safely. Those two achievements in themselves were stunning. 
Then the school tour -after we had written our names on the provided 
custom “72 Reunion” name tags.
 This was then followed by the afternoon of sports at Killarney, bowls 
and golf.  Golf was organised and co-ordinated by Wynand van der 
Linden, whilst the bowls was well organised and co-ordinated by Clive 
Stricker and Malcolm Lobban.  Then the gala dinner Friday night with 
a fantastic “gees” and the special custom labelled wines provided for 
everyone. Bob Hartslief (Head boy 1972) made a wonderful heart felt, 
emotional speech.  A special 1972 cap was given to each guy!  Absolutely 
amazing. 
 Then the panel discussion at GIBS on Saturday morning - well 
constructed with the most prominent panel of ’72 old boys, Advocate 
Gilbert Marcus and International artist William Kentridge present day 
KES pupils Deputy Heads , Caleb Lombard and Samuel Chanda and 
moderated by Justice Edwin Cameron, with a loose script.  The hiring 
of the auditorium, professional sound and camera crew, snacks etc was 
also so special, not to mention, expensive. Then the braai, attended 
by 110 people including five ex teachers located and introduced 
by Tommy Spitzer. Each teacher contributed a few humorous and 
enjoyable stories.  Video music from the ’70’s was provided by Doug 
Reid.  Transport to the school again for the Armistice Parade on 
Sunday followed by a moving tribute to all 72 ers who had passed away 
by Rene Du Toit -, at the bench dedicated by the school to 72er Billy 
Foster and back.   Phenomenal!!!!  Everyone got along. There was no 
bickering, no snide comments, no arguments - a tribute to the maturity 
of the Class of 72. Also amazing, I’m sure you’ll agree.  None of this 
would have happened as seamlessly without the leadership and strong 
organisation and commitment by the organisers who committed funds 
and made commitments on our behalf.  The anonymous donations 
made everything possible. We have already thanked those involved with 
the exceptional organisation.   This HUGE THANK YOU is for those 
donors and their generous donations that smoothed the way for this 
reunion to be exceptional.
   - Dave Sawtelle

A REPORT BACK RE THE KES CLASS OF 63.

Having been asked to take up the challenge, it was made very easy,
Being assisted By Derron van Eeden to whom we all owe a debt of 
thanks.
Derron you have done an amazing job in assisting all Classes. 
The Classes of 53, 58, 63, 72, 78 and 83 all present at the headmasters 
gathering on Friday 10th November.
There must have been close to one hundred people it was a great Buzz 
and renewed acquaintances.!!
Our Poor turnout was hidden by the many who were there, and we were 
told that the class of 72 went all out to beat our 50th record attendance 
10 years ago.
They certainly did ably led by their head boy of that year Bobby Hartslief 
and Committee it was good to witness their momentum.
None the less there was an excellent core of 15 from our year who 
attended the Friday, only 6 went to the constitutional court and had 
a wonderful tour and lunch thereafter the whole program was 5 hours.
Saturday night was excellent as the 16 people really had a deep dive into 
their past and great thoughts the evening lasted until 12ish great fun 
had by all.
Sunday’s parade was once again traditional and a real feather in our 
schools cap. Sunday lunch was great in a lovely setting and those present 
had a good time.
Thanks to all who came to renew acquaintances, and have a vibe, to 
those who didn’t.
Mark your diaries for Nov 2033 the school will be there the tradition 
will be there and so will the men from 63 there,

Kindest to you all 
  - Doug Smollan

2014: 10
2009: 15
2004: 20
1999: 25
1994: 30
1989: 35
1984: 40
1979: 45
1974: 50
1964: 60

MATRIC CLASS
CLEBRATING

Reunion weekend for 2024 has been confirmed and 
the date is 27 July 2024 – Maritzburg College fixture.

The 40-, 45-, 50- and 60-year reunions normally meet over the 
Remembrance Day weekend, but we must reiterate that there is 
no formal Assembly due to the learners’ writing exams.  You will be 
welcomed to the School and be taken on a tour of the school by the 
Headmaster with tea and continental breakfast in the Mark Stevens 
Aquatics Centre.  You are then all welcome to attend the Remembrance 
Day Parade on the Sunday.
If you are willing to co-ordinate your reunion, please send an email to 
dvaneeden@kes.co.za
These reunions serve as a testament to the enduring spirit of our school.   
People from various walks of life, each with their unique journeys, found 
common ground in their shared experiences at KES.  The reunions 
serve as a reminder of the enduring connections we share, and we look 
forward to keeping the flame of our King Edward VII School spirit alive.
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“The biggest room in the world, 
         is the room for improvement!” 
                                   – Helmut Schmidt

The School continues to strive for excellence, 
and we are continuing to upgrade classrooms to 
offer the learners and educators the best possible 
learning experience. We are appealing to our year 
groups to pull together and ‘Adopt a Classroom’. 
Each class will be named after the donor/class 
that commits to its upgrade. To date, we have 
completed 16 classroom upgrades with 26 still to 
be done. We are not even halfway yet, but we do 
believe that we will achieve the refurbishment of 
all classrooms in 2023. 
If you can get involved, please get in touch with 
the office on dvaneeden@kes.co.za

by Paul Marketos
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weekend
REUNION

AEROBATICS 2

ANGLING 5

ARCHERY 1

ATHLETICS 11

BAREFOOT WATERSKIING 2

BASEBALL 7

BASKETBALL 6

BEACH VOLLEYBALL 3

BOWLS 2

BOXING 3

BRIDGE 2

CANOE POLO 1

CASTING 1

CRICKET 32

CYCLING 1

DECATHLON 1

FENCING 1

FLYING 1

GOLF 8

GRAPPLING 1

GYMNASTICS 4

HELICOPTER 2

HOCKEY 18

ICE HOCKEY 6

INDOOR SOCCER 1

INDOOR VOLLEYBALL 3

JUJITSU 4

KARATE 5

KUNG FU 4

MODERN BIATHLON 1

MOTORSPORT 2

PARACHUTING 1

POLO 4

POWERBOAT 1

POWERLIFTING 4

PRACTICAL SHOOTING 1

PRECISION FLYING 1

ROWING 18

RUGBY 11

SHOOTING 7

SHOW JUMPING 1

SKI BOAT RACING 2

SKIING 1

SKY DIVING 3

SOCCER 6

SQUASH 5

SURF LIFESAVER 1

SWIMMING 18

TAEKWONDO 1

TENNIS 6

TENPIN BOWLING 1

TRIATHLON 3

UNDERWATER HOCKEY 1

VOLLEYBALL 2

WAR GAMES 6

WATERPOLO 19

WATERSKIING 1

WEIGHTLIFTING 2

YACHTING 1

NATIONAL SPORTSMEN 267

N A T I O N A L  S P O R T S M E N
P E R  S P O R T I N G  C O D E


